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Heritage in our Hands: The Book 

The Making of 

Heritage in Our Hands 

Background to the Project 

For many years, leaders of the Deaf C0111Il)�ni1!����Ji,�Jf Pichad been saying that there was aneedto���Jlie,}i: •• • of the older members of the Deaf �Oll1Il)llni1!-✓;�'?,�I deaf and she remembers many remarkab,legi:a�jg childhood - people who have now pass�;a')'('})',,?\fI these people was particularly sad becausett11,.\iiegi9 ... history, their stories and their sign language. • 
Alice Hagemeyer Librarian for the Deaf in WashliJito'n;f t?�· Library, was sponsored to come to Australia by the State,I,ibrai;y of N.S. W. Linda W arby, Nola Colefax and others were inspired by Alice, with the importanceofcollectingDeafhistory. This visit planted the seed of the Heritage Project. 
Deaf history can be written down, but because Sign Language is visual, Deaf history needs to be shown visually. Only film or video can fully record the stories of the Deaf culture. 
Michael Clancy, Director of the Adult Education Centre for Deaf andHearing ImpairedPersons (A.E.C.), had worked with the Deaf community to produce other educational videos. When he got together with Dot Shaw and Linda W arby, the idea for the project started to take shape. 
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Heritage in our Hands: The Book 

At the end of 1987, the NSW Association of the Deaf and representatives of the Adult Education Centre decided to record a set of interviews as a Bicentennial project. A project committee was started and their first meeting was held in 1988. 
The NSW AD became responsible for selecting and preparing the interviewees and the AEC was responsible for managing the video production. 
The application was made for funding the project. With borrowed equipment from both Macquarie University and NAL, the first interviews were recorded by members of the project team using 3/ 4" Umatic videotape. The results were very poor and had to be discarded 
Unfortunately the application for funding was not successful: At a meeting of the AEC Management Council funds were approved to be used on the Heritage project. From that time it was recognised that a project of such importance needed to be profes­sionally recorded. 
It was clear at this time that the program would have many uses. 
Firstly, it would be an historical record of the Deaf Community of Sydney (which included people from Melbourne). As such it recorded the unique stories of deaf people who at the time of recording varied from their late 50's to their 80's - people who grew up in the early and mid 20th century. 
Secondly it would be a unique record of the languages used by these folk. Coming from both British and Scottish Protestant and from Irish Catholic signing backgrounds, these Australian Deaf 
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Heritage in our Hands: The Book 

thing we had and that was a billycart track. We would have fouror five races around the track and the teachers would allow us toplay there until there was an accident so then they stopped it. Wewere so disappointed because truly the billycarts gave us such agood time.
WHO HAD TIIE ACCIDENT? Barry R egan. He ran over his finger and he was sent to hospital sothe teachers said we had to stop it.
ISEE! Some out in the back, had a garden and we used to dig and workin the garden. The teacher asked us what we would like to do afterschool. We said we would like to do carpentry so they said wecould come in and do some carpentry and we used to do that atnight. Sometimes we'd play in the field, football. When there wasno competition, we had just all deaf teams and would go out andplay. We never stopped. 
DID YOU HA VE YOUR OWN SIGN NAME IN SCHOOL? Yes, "First Brother" because I have two other deaf brothers. Theycalled me''First Brother" then there was "Second Brother" and"Third Brother". 
ARE YOU STILL CAI .I ,ED 1HAT TODAY?I don't know. They just call me Donald Thornton, that's all.

DOROTHY SHAW 

During school times we had wonderful teachers. Dedicated, theyworked for many years. I know of one, Miss Jeffreys. I forgot tosay that I went to St.Kilda School for the deaf in Melbourne. Theteacher, Miss Jeffries started there when she was seventeen andstayed until she retired at 60, 65. That's most of her whole life.The same as Miss Saunders too. Miss Saunders was my teacher.Okay.
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Heritage in our Hands: The Book 

ANY DEAF TEACHERS? No, there were no deaf teachers there butiremember there was onedeaf man who started teaching there around 1935 or 1934. Hestarted teaching for six months then after that due to pressure fromother teachers or the Departtnent of Education, objecting becausehe did not have qualifications although he was clever and intelli­gent. Maybe he should have been allowed to learn, given studiesthe same time as teaching, but he went probably due to pressuresfrom the other teachers who probably said "I've got my diploma,he hasn't. It's not fair". I t is like the Trade Union, rules and all thatstuff. No ticket, no work like you see on notices around. But goingback to Miss Jeffries and Miss Saunders, they started with no training. They learnt at their work. They picked things up andimproved and so on. There is no difference really. At the time, itdepends on what rules apply. School!
My brother has some hearing. I am very deaf and was put into amanual class. Whereas my brother was put into an oral classbecause he has some hearing and I think that's sensible too, that'swhat I think. It's not worth trying to force very deaf children toconcentrate on oral. I'd rather the manual method. It's good. Oh,well! 
END OFTAPE2
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